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INTRODUCTION

The November 3, 2026 California General Election includes 14 statewide ballot mea-
sures addressing housing, education, healthcare, taxation, voting, public financing,
environmental review, and other issues that may have significant implications for Native
communities across California.

The recommendations below represent CNVP’s assessment of the statewide
propositions through a Native-centered lens, with particular attention to Tribal
sovereignty and self-determination, the needs of Tribal and urban Native communities,
access to housing and healthcare, education, civic participation, economic equity, pro-
tection of Tribal cultural resources, and the long-term capacity of Native communities to
build power.

A Yes or No position reflects CNVP’s assessment of the measure’s potential impact on
Native communities.

This page should be read alongside California’s Official Voter Information Guide,
which provides the official title and summary, impartial analysis, fiscal information, and
arguments submitted by proponents and opponents for each measure.

Note: Proposition numbers and measure titles below reflect the measures certified for
the November 3, 2026 statewide ballot by the California Secretary of State.
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PROS AND CONS AT A GLANCE

Proposition 1 - Veterans and Affordable Housing Bond

Position: YES
Proposition 2 - State Rainy Day Fund
Position: YES
Proposition 3 - Permanent High-Income Tax for Education
Position: YES
Proposition 4 - Public Financing of Campaigns
Position: YES
Proposition 5 - State Recall Reform
Position: YES
Proposition 37 - Middle-Income Homebuyer Loan Program
Position: YES
Proposition 40 - One Time Billionaire Tax
Position: YES
Proposition 38 - Immunology Research Bond
Position: NO
Proposition 39 - Voter Identification Requirements
Position: NO
Proposition 41 - Restrictions on New Special Taxes
Position: NO
Proposition 42 - Ban on Personal Property and Retroactive Taxes
Position: NO
Proposition 43 - Two Thirds Requirement for Local Special Taxes
Position: NO /
Proposition 44 - Community Health Clinic Spending Requirement N
Position: NO

Proposition 45 - Expedited Environmental Review
Position: NO
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Proposition 1 - Veterans and Affordable Housing Bond

Preliminary Position: YES

Provides $11.25 billion for affordable housing, including $200 million specifically for the
Tribal Housing Grant Program. This is the clearest direct investment in Tribal housing and
Native communities on the ballot.

Author: Senator Monique Limén

Party: Democrat (D)

Legislative measure (SB 417).

Proposition 2 - State Rainy Day Fund

Position: YES (with caution)

Strengthens California’s budget reserves, which may help protect education, healthcare,
and community programs during future economic downturns.

Author: Assemblymember Jesse Gabriel

Party: Democrat (D)

Proposition 3 - Permanent High-Income Tax for Education

Position: YES

Makes permanent existing taxes on high-income earners, providing an estimated $5-15
billion annually for K-12 schools and community colleges. Stable education funding ben-
efits Native students and Indian education programs while reinforcing the need for direct
investments in Native education.

Proponents: Benjamin Gevercer and David B. Goldberg (initiative proponents)

Party: Not applicable (citizen initiative)

The proponents are attorneys who filed the initiative; this is not a legislative measure au-
thored by a legislator.

Proposition 4 - Public Financing of Campaigns

Position: YES

Allows state and local governments to establish voluntary public campaign financing
programs. This could help reduce the influence of large donors and improve opportunities
for Native, working-class, and community-based candidates to seek public office.
Author: Senator Tom Umberg

Party: Democrat (D)

Jointly authored by several Democratic legislators, including Senators Ben Allen and Sa-
brina Cervantes and Assemblymember Alex Lee.
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Proposition 5 - State Recall Reform

Position: YES

Reforms California’s recall process by eliminating the separate replacement election. This
creates a more straightforward and representative election process while reducing oppor-
tunities for winners to be elected with only a small share of the vote.

Author: Senator Josh Newman

Party: Democrat (D)

Legislative constitutional amendment (SCA 1).

Proposition 37 - Middle-iIncome Homebuyer Loan Program

Position: YES

Creates a loan program to help middle-income Californians purchase newly built homes.
While it may expand homeownership opportunities, it does not include a Tribal set-aside
and may provide limited benefits to many Native families living in rural or Tribal commu-
nities.

Proponents: Citizen initiative committee

Party: Not applicable (initiative)

No legislator authored the measure

Proposition 38 - Immunology Research Bond

Position: NO

The measure invests in immunology research that could improve public health, but it does
not provide dedicated funding or guaranteed participation for Tribal health systems or
Native communities.

Proponents: Citizen initiative committee

Party: Not applicable (initiative)

No legislator authored the measure.

Proposition 39 - Voter Identification Requirements

Position: NO

Adds new voter identification requirements for both in-person and mail voting. These ad-
ditional requirements could create barriers for elders, rural residents, students, unhoused
individuals, and Native voters whose identification documents may not match current
addresses or records.

Proponents: Citizen initiative committee

Party: Not applicable (initiative)

No legislator authored the measure
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Proposition 40 - One Time Billionaire Tax

Position: YES

Creates a one-time tax on wealth over $1 billion, directing most revenues to healthcare
and the remainder to food assistance or education. These investments address significant
needs affecting many Native communities throughout California.

Proponents: Citizen initiative committee

Party: Not applicable (initiative)

No legislator authored the measure.

Proposition 41 - Restrictions on New Special Taxes

Position: NO

Limits the state’s ability to adopt certain future taxes by prohibiting taxes whose revenues
are excluded from the state spending limit. This restriction could reduce future funding
options for healthcare, housing, education, and other essential public services.
Proponents: Citizen initiative committee

Party: Not applicable (initiative)

No legislator authored the measure.

Proposition 42 - Ban on Personal Property and Retroactive Taxes

Position: NO

Prohibits future state taxes on personal property such as financial assets and limits certain
retroactive taxes. This could reduce California’s ability to generate revenue for public
investments benefiting underserved communities.

Proponents: Citizen initiative committee

Party: Not applicable (initiative)

No legislator authored the measure.

Proposition 43 - Two Thirds Requirement for Local Special Taxes

Position: NO

Raises the voter threshold for many local special taxes, making it more difficult for com-
munities to approve funding for housing, transportation, libraries, public safety, health-
care, and youth programs.

Author: Assemblymember Buffy Wicks

Party: Democrat (D)

Legislative constitutional amendment (ACA 22).
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Proposition 44 - Community Health Clinic Spending Requirement

Position: NO

This measure would require nonprofit community health clinics to spend at least 0% of
their revenue on program services. Although intended to increase funding for patient
care, this one-size-fits-all requirement could create serious operational challenges for safe-
ty-net clinics, including Indian Health Programs, Urban Indian health organizations, and
Federally Qualified Health Centers. It could force smaller clinics to bear the consequences
of misconduct by a handful of multibillion-dollar entities while limiting their ability to cover
essential administrative costs. The measure may also lead to costly litigation at the taxpay-
ers’ expense.

Proponents: Citizen initiative committee

Party: Not applicable (initiative)

No legislator authored the measure

Proposition 45 - Expedited Environmental Review

Position: NO

Expedites environmental review for many housing, transportation, water, energy, and
infrastructure projects by modifying CEQA requirements. CEQA plays an important role in
protecting Tribal cultural resources and supporting Tribal consultation.

Proponents: Citizen initiative committee

Party: Not applicable (initiative)

No legislator authored the measure

a0

Learn more at
www.canativevote.org/vote.
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NOVEMBER 3, 2026 CALIFORNIA
ELECTION KEY DATES

Registered to Vote? Visit https://registertovote.ca.gov/.

October 5: County elections officials will begin mailing ballots by October 5 and ballot
drop-off locations open statewide. Vote earlyl Make a plan to return your ballot as soon
as possible.

Ballots can be dropped off at a secure ballot drop-off location, county elections office,
or returned by mail. If you vote by mail, make sure mailed ballots are postmarked on or
before November 3. Tip: If you vote by mail, get a manual postmark from a postal em-
ployee inside the U.S. Post Office.

October 19: The last day to register to vote online for the November 3, 2026 General
Election. However, same-day voter registration remains available.

October 24: Vote Centers begin opening in Voter’s Choice Act (VCA) counties on
October 24.

October 31: All in-person early voting locations throughout California open on
October 31.

November 3: Election Day. November 3 is the last day to vote in person or return your
ballot by 8:00 p.m. Voting locations are open statewide from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Learn more at www.canativevote.org/vote.
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